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About UKRO

• Maximise UK engagement in EU-funded research, 
innovation and higher education activities

Mission

• Based in Brussels
• European office of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
• Delivers subscription-based advisory services for around 140 

research organisations in the UK and beyond
• Provides ERC and MSCA National Contact Point services on 

behalf of the UK Government

Our office



Your presenters

• Senior European Advisor

Deputy Director, UKRO

Senior European Advisor, UKRO



• Brussels state of play/UKRO activities
• Project implementation issues (update) 
• Calls for proposals (extensions/new calls)
• Wider EU COVID 19 measures & a short outlook 

on Horizon Europe
• Q&A

What will we cover today? 



• All participants will be muted for the duration of the webinar.

• A chat function is available and will be monitored.

• Please use the formal Q&A function to submit questions.

• You can ‘up vote’ your favourite questions.

• Any unanswered questions can be addressed directly with your 
UKRO European Advisors after the session.

• A link to slides will be posted on the event page after the webinar.

Contents 



UKRO’s activities
Current situation in Brussels and our 

services



• ​​UKRO is continuing its services in full, though with some 
adjustments

• Belgium is exiting lockdown using phased approach

• European institutions, stakeholder offices etc. still 
predominantly working from home as per Belgian 
Government guidance

Situation in Brussels 



• Stay in touch with your European Advisor: 
– arrange an online call/UK phone numbers now also available. 
– Email query services continue as normal. 

• UKRO MSCA/ERC NCPs:
– Email query service continues and online calls can be arranged.

• UKRO visit: 
– UKRO has started delivering “online visits” (with adjusted times and 

agendas). 
– You can also postpone your visit.

UKRO services 



• Now delivered on a more frequent basis
• Check UKRO alerts or webinar page for updates

UKRO webinars



• EU funding questions 
(COVID): 
– UKRO is gathering 

information from 
subscribers

– Keep subscribers updated 
on the UKRO Portal with 
regular articles and a 
COVID update page:

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/subscri
ber/Pages/covid-19.aspx

UKRO services 

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/subscriber/Pages/covid-19.aspx


Horizon 2020 Project 
implementation

Available advice and answers to FAQs



• Grant management activities continue as normal
• Panel evaluations are currently being organised remotely
• Both will adopt a flexible approach towards projects (force 

majeure, extensions etc.)
• Projects will be assessed on a case-by-case basis and 

grantees and fellows should speak to their Project Officer 
if they require support

• Please share your feedback with UKRO!

Research Executive Agency/ERCEA



UKRO follow-up from April 



• Force majeure
– Supporting documentation (new)

• Flexibility on costs/project implementation
– Teleworking and related costs (new)
– Researchers salaries (actual cost projects) (new)
– Deliverables and reporting
– Procurement (new)
– Lump sum pilot projects (new)
– Timesheets (new)

• Project suspension/extension/later start dates/evaluation
• Specific advice on MSCA/ERC (partly new)

Clarifications are available on:



• Situations that are 
unforeseeable/exceptional/ 
beyond control

• Not due to error/inevitable in 
spite of exercising due 
diligence

Force Majeure

• COVID-19 relevant examples: travel costs, event costs

• Notify the project officer
• Take steps to minimize damage
• Ensure you have documentation of cancellations, refunds, insurance 

claims for an audit
• Maximum grant amount cannot be increased



• Keep appropriate and sufficient evidence to prove 
eligibility of cost declared – beneficiaries might have to 
depart from usual records or supporting documents.
– Examples: Keep all documents to prove eligibility but also 

proof that necessary steps have been taken to limit any 
damage (emails to cancel travel arrangements, travel 
insurance claims). 

• Delays of reports/deliverables - Keep all documents 
necessary to support the explanations included in their 
scientific report. 
– Examples: Emails exchanged during teleworking, paper or 

electronic documents used instead of lab books. 

Force majeure – documentation



• Maximum flexibility will be given in relation to the action 
implementation

• Beneficiaries are highly encouraged to shift their tasks 
whenever possible (e.g. postpone lab work where 
possible and prioritise desk based work)

• Whenever possible beneficiaries are encouraged to work 
remotely

• Teleworking costs will be accepted as eligible under the 
confinement period even if it is not the beneficiary’s usual 
practice to telework

Flexibility on implementation and costs



• Costs of hours worked for the Horizon 2020 action via 
teleworking are eligible under the same conditions as 
hours worked on-site

• For actual cost-based grants, 25 % indirect costs flat 
rate can be applied on the costs of teleworked hours

• Not eligible: Private costs incurred by the employee for its 
teleworking activities (e.g. electricity at home, internet 
connection fee, printer consumables, etc.)

• However, these can be covered by the 25% indirect cost 
flat rate

Teleworking cost during COVID period



• Rule remains: Horizon 2020 grants can only provide EU 
funding for the hours actually worked in the action

• Option of treating unproductive time as “special absence”

• Only available to beneficiaries using the “individual 
annual productive hours” (Option 2)

• Option allows to remove the unproductive period of 
confinement from the calculation of the annual productive 
hours, which results in a higher hourly rate

Researcher salaries – actual cost grants



• Possible to switch from the other two options 
(1720/standard hours) in ongoing financial year

• However: need to switch from monthly to annual 
calculation + approach needs to be applied to all H2020 
personnel costs for all grants in current financial year

Researcher salaries – actual cost grants



• Exceptional circumstances 
arise (beyond control) which 
prevent activities being 
carried out as set out in the 
grant agreement

• Coordinator can request a 
suspension

Project suspension

• COVID-19 relevant examples: essential lab facilities cannot be 
accessed, essential staff cannot work on the project.

• Notify and discuss with the project officer
• Costs become ineligible during the suspension
• Maximum grant amount cannot be increased



• Beneficiaries can request an amendment for an 
extension of up to 6 months of initial project duration 
due to the COVID-19 situation

• Commission states that requests will be handled favorably 
and in a speedy manner

• Longer extensions on case-by-case assessment

• Maximum grant amount cannot be increased

Project extension 



• Full flexibility on scheduled due dates for deliverables, milestones 
and reports (where performance was impacted by the confinement 
measures)

• Flexibility regarding the completeness of reports submitted in relation 
to interim payments

• Beneficiaries must still submit scientific and financial reports but can 
submit a shorter narrative part of their scientific report

• The scientific report can for example only cover a key explanation of 
work performed (e.g. key achievements; explanations on difficulties to 
perform tasks due to this situation, etc.) 

• The remaining documents can be submitted at the next reporting 
period.

Deliverables and reporting



• Funding bodies will make the final payment even if the 
beneficiaries are unable to submit the Certificate on 
Financial Statements (‘CFS’)
– (but capped at the threshold required for CFS of EUR 324.999) –

complementary payment of the balance once CFS is submitted. 

• For other delays of a final report, coordinators can request 
an extension for up to 6 months.

Deliverables and reporting – Final payments



Specific advice on MSCA



• Periods in which a researcher was absent for 30 
consecutive days or less (for reasons other than normal 
annual leave) can still be charged to the action and the 
costs will be eligible.

• Research, training and networking unit costs should be 
used primarily for the research, training and networking 
activities but beneficiaries may allocate some of these 
amounts to help maintaining the salary of the 
researchers that are prevented from implementing the 
action due to the COVID-19 situation.

Specific advice on MSCA



• Beneficiaries have the same flexibility on deciding how to 
spend the institutional unit costs in order to complete 
their research

• Only condition: Research, Training and Networking costs 
must be spent in support of the implementation of the 
project

Specific advice on MSCA



• UKRO sought clarification from EC Research Executive 
Agency (REA) on maximum duration of a suspension for 
MSCA IFs

• Total duration of all suspensions can exceed 30% of the 
duration of the fellowship (if the reason for this extended 
leave is linked to COVID-19)

• So a COVID related suspension will not impact on other 
suspensions

• Suspensions  need to be discussed and agreed with the 
project officer!

Clarification on the Duration of MSCA IF Project 
Suspensions



• Answer received regarding MSCA ITN fellows
• REA confirmed contracts for Early-Stage Researchers 

(ESR) employed on a MSCA Innovative Training Network 
(ITN) project need to be suspended if these fellows are 
furloughed. 

• Researchers would need to agree to suspension, 
temporary suspension of the salary/replacement 
through furlough scheme and project is extended.

Questions on Furlough scheme and Horizon 2020



Specific advice on ERC grants



• Telework arrangements are particularly recommended for 
Principal Investigators that are currently blocked from 
returning to the EU or Associated Countries (including the 
UK). 

• ERCEA should be notified in this case.
• Arrangements need to be take for the supervision of the 

team.

Specific advice on ERC - teleworking



• Teleworked time for PIs may in this case count as time 
spent on the ERC project and in the EU or the Associated 
Countries (including the UK) for the purpose of the PI’s 
time commitments. 

• Time records for the PIs should be kept even if no 
personnel costs are charged for him/her to the project.

Specific advice on ERC - teleworking



• Time-commitments obligation for PIs remain the same
• Must be fulfilled for the overall action duration (not 

annually or per reporting period.
• So it might be possible to compensate over the duration of 

the project.
• Suspension or extension of the project is also an option.
• Extension will be treated favourably and swiftly.  

Specific advice on ERC – time commitment obligation



Other considerations



• All evaluations are carried out remotely using video or 
web-conference facilities

• Postponing a project start date
– Possible for grant agreements about to be signed and already signed 

but where the work as not started. 
– Will delay pre-financing payment

Other FAQs related to COVID-19



• In principle, amendments should not change the project 
fundamentally (as it was awarded)

• Commission will assess reorienting of projects on a case-
by case basis, and such amendments could exceptionally 
be granted

• UKRO understands an additional €50 million will be made 
available to support existing clinical trial projects (details 
still to be confirmed)

Re-directing project work to help tackle COVID-19?



Upcoming calls /deadlines



• Launched on 19 May 2020 
• €122 million of additional funding
• Deadline 11 June 2020

• SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2020-2A - Repurposing of manufacturing for vital 
medical supplies and equipment

• SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2020-2B - Medical technologies, Digital tools and 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) analytics to improve surveillance and care at high 
Technology Readiness Levels (TRL)

• SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2020-2C - Behavioural, social and economic 
impacts of the outbreak response

• SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2020-2D - Pan-European COVID-19 cohorts
• SC1-PHE-CORONAVIRUS-2020-2E - Networking of existing EU and 

international cohorts of relevance to COVID-19

2nd H2020 COVID call

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sc1-phe-coronavirus-2020-2a
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sc1-phe-coronavirus-2020-2b
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sc1-phe-coronavirus-2020-2c
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sc1-phe-coronavirus-2020-2d
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/sc1-phe-coronavirus-2020-2e


Deadlines

​17 June 2020 ​H2020-DT-2018-2020; FETPROACT-09-2020; FETHPC-04-2020; H2020-ICT-2018-20.

18 June 2020 H2020-SC1-DTH-2018-2020; H2020-SC1-FA-DTS-2018-2020

19 June 2020 H2020-NMBP-TR-IND-2018-2020 

​25 June 2020 ​SESAR-VLD2-01-2020; SESAR-VLD2-02-2020; SESAR-VLD2-03-2020; SESAR-VLD2-04-
2020; SESAR-WAVE3-01-2020; SESAR-WAVE3-02-2020; SESAR-WAVE3-03-2020; SESAR-
WAVE3-04-2020; SESAR-WAVE3-05-2020; SESAR-WAVE3-06-2020; SESAR-WAVE3-07-
2020.

July
​2 July 2020 H2020-FETFLAG-2018-2020

​November
​19 November 

2020
​H2020-JTI-IMI2-2020-20-two-stage (stage 2)

All deadlines are at 17:00 CET (Brussels time) and are provided by UKRO for information only. For legally binding 
information on call deadlines, please, visit the Funding and Tenders Portal.

Current deadlines (postponed due to COVID-19)



• Information and links available on our UKRO COVID-19 
pages

What about other EU programmes?

https://www.ukro.ac.uk/subscriber/Pages/covid-19_important_announcements.aspx


Other updates
Horizon 2020 and COVID-19 



• SC1 emergency funding:
– 18 projects shortlisted in 

epidemiology, modelling, 
diagnostics, treatment and vaccines

• IMI 2 fast track call on COVID-
19 (€45 million) closed on 31 
March
– 144 proposals received, 8 projects 

selected
– 5 focus on diagnostics, 3 on 

treatments
– 6 UK organisations involved

COVID-19 calls/ongoing projects



• EU Factsheet and Recovery 
Plan published

• Core of the proposal is “Next 
Generation EU”

• Kick-starting recovery
• Strong focus on R&I
• Plans to reinforce Horizon 

Europe

EU COVID recovery plans



Impact on future EU 
programmes

State of play



• Work on Horizon Europe has picked up again 
– Meetings on clusters since May
– Strategic Plan taking shape
– Mission Boards planning to submit their initial findings to European 

Commission
• Planning for the EU R&I days in September continues. 

• For more updates: Join our next UKRO webinar on 
Horizon Europe and the EU Budget on 15 June!

COVID-19 impact on progress



Your questions
(please use the Q&A function, not the chat )
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